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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Suxpay, March 10, 1918.

The House met at 12 o'clock noon and was called to order by
Mr. Norron as Speaker pro tempore.

The Chaplain, Rev. Henry N. Couden, D, D,, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Eternal God, our Heavenly Father, so near and yet so scem-
ingly far; -

S?ﬂik to him Thou, for he hears, and spirlt with spirit can meet;

Closer i he than breathing, and nearer than bands and feet.

In pursuance to a long-established custom of the Congress
of the United States, we assemble here to-day in memory
of a Member who served with fidelity, interest, and ability his
district, his State, and Nation for many years on the floor of
this House. His work done, Thou hast called him to the larger
life and to a larger service.

Death always comes with a shock. It is one of the profound
mysteries which our limited knowledge can not solve,

The mind that thought, willed, and obeyed; the heart that
loved and poured its affections onut to whom it was sent; the
eyes through which the soul looked; the hand that clasped
with warmth the friends and loved ones, are stilled ; and we look
with awe and reverence upon the prostrate form.

The angel of faith comes to our relief,

Hope says, be still, sad heart, and cease repining,
For behind the clouds is the sun still shining.

So we trust and rest our grief in Thee, for love is immortal,
and, though long delayed, it shall at last be satisfied. This
comforts us and all who mourn for the departed; that we
may look forward to a brighter day in a brighter realm, where
our loved ones shall dwell forever in our presence; in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE JOURENAL.

Mr, YOUNG of North Dakota. Mr, Speaker, I move that the
reading of the Journal be dispensed with. .

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from North
Dakota asks unanimous consent that the reading of the Journal
be dispensed with. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE HELGESEN, OF NORTH DAKOTA.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The Clerk will read the special
order for to-day.

The Clerk read as follows:

On motion of Mr. Baer, by unanimous consent,

Ordered, That Sunday, March 10, 1918, be set apart for addresses
upon the hre. character and pubile services of Hon. Hexry T, HeELGE-
sEN late a Representative from the SBtate of North Dakota.

Mr. BAER. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the following resolutions
be reported. :

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the resolu-
tions.

The Clerk read as follows:

House resolution No. 268.

Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended, that o%-

rtnity may bo)fhen for tributes to the memory of Hon. HEsny T,
?Jo}:u:xssx late a Member of this House from the State of North Dakota.

Rcaolve&. That as a particular mark of respect to the memory of the
deceased, and in recognition of his distinguished publle career, the House,
at the conclusion of these exercises, stand adjourned.

wenlred Thet the Mork eommunicate these regolut!ons to the Senate.

Resolved, That the Clerk send a copy of these resolutions to the family
of the deceased.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to
the resolutions.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. ]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from North Da-

kota [Mr. Youna] is recognized.

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakota. Mr. Speaker, Hexry T. Her-
GESEN, late a Member of Congress from the first district of North
Dakota. whose memory we have met to honor to-day. was born
near Decorah, Winnishiek County.. Towa. After having been
educated in the publie schools, normal institute, and business col-
lege of Decorah, he entered the mercantile business there. He
moved to Milton, then in the Territory of Dakota, in 1887. He
at once became an active and permanent figure in the business
and political life of the Territory He served two terms as com-
missioner of agriculture and labor, retiring from that office
in 1892,

He was at all times a stanch friend of education. He stood
for higher standards for the public and high schools as well as
the institutions of higher learning. In this connection he served
as a member of the board of university regents for 10 years.

A man of sterling honesty and integrity, as well as a close
student of history and political economy, Mr. HELGESEN was an
idealist in polities. In this respect he was typienl of the idealism
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characteristic of his race. He was one of the first men in North
Dakota to appreciate the need for a reform in the political
methods then in vogue. He stood for clean primaries, clean con-
ventions, and abeve all for placing the reins of power in the
hands of the people. Ie fought for the restoration of genuine
representative government in North Dakota. To that end he
wias active In the organization of the Scandinavian League.
That league was for a number of years a powerful factor for
clean politics. Later he became interested in the movement
known as Progressive Republicanism. Living at a long distance
from my home I had not until then become personally acquainted
with him, though he was a well-known figure in the State. From
that time I was intimately associated with him in political
matters.

In 1908 we were the candidates of the Progressive faction
for the two positions of Representative in Congress, our State
not having been divided into congressional districts at that -
time,  While we were both defeated the long and vigorous
spenking eampaign which we engaged in was thought by many
to have been in large part the cause of the election of one-half
of our ticket, it being our habit to talk for the principles under-
lying our cause rather than in aid of our candidacies.

Two years later, having received the highest vote among those
defeated at the former election, I was invited at two different
State meetings of Progressive Republicans to become a eandi-
date for Congress as a running mate for Mr. HeLGeseN, the
support of Progressive Republicans being assured to both of us.
Representative Groxwsa having become a candidate for the
Senate there was a vacancy in the House, and it was believed
that one Progressive Republican could be elected. As our State
had not yet been divided into congressional distriets I would
have in a sense been a candldate against Mr. HeErGesEN, as it
was improbable that we could both be elected. Mr. Hanna was
serving his first term and according to custom was thought to
be sure of a second term. I refused to be a candidate. This
circumstance is mentioned somewhat in detail as evidence of
my great respect and love for our departed friend. I am proud
to have thus had the opportunity in a rather tangible way to
show my admiration and esteem of his many excellent qualities.
He was nominated and elected along with Mr, ITanna. Within
a few months the North Dakota Legislature divided the State
into congressional districts. So the way was-opened for me to
come liere, where I joined Mr. HeErGeseN in the Sixty-third
Congress.

My service with him here will always be a pleasant memory.
We were closely associated;, I am proud to have had his confi-
dence. I valued his advice, and he seemed to regard mine as
worth while. The day before he went to the hospital, never
to return, he spent almost three hours in my office discussing
some pending legislation. d

I admired Mr. HerceseN because of his splendid courage.
Having reached a decision as to what would be the right course
he would stand fast. stand firm, and stand alone, if need be.
1t was this trait of character which endeared him to the people
of his State and commanded the respect and love of his col-
leagues in the House. He had the spirit of Willlam Lloyd Gar-
rison when he said:

“ 1 will not excuse, I will not equivocate, T will not retreat an inch,
I will be heard.”

To be first in advoecating a good and, perhaps, unpopular caunse
is to be lonely, but to be thus lonely is to be nohle. It was this
nobility of soul which characterized Hexry T. HELGESEN.

Underlying all his business dealings and public acts was a
sublime faith in the religion of Jesus Christ. Progressive and
advanced in his thought in all other respects, he was old-fash-
foned in his religious ideas. Perhaps that accounts for his
rugged honesty. He lived his religion. When the time came he
was ready to go, and I fancy passed on in the spirit of one of
the hymns he loved:

0 love, that will not let me go,
1 rest my weary soul on thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,

That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be,

O light, that followed all my way,
T gield my flickering torch fo thee;
My heart restores itz borrowed ray
That in thy sunshine’s blaze Its day
May brighter, fairer be,

O joy, that seekest me ihmnghﬁ];nin.

ecan not close my heart to e

I trace the ralnbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain

That morn shall tearless be.

O love that (fted up thy head,
I dare not ask to fly trom thee;
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be,
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from North
Dakota [Mr. Baer] is recognized.

Mr. BAER. Mr. Speaker, the United States is rightly termed
the melting pov of the world. From every clime and nation
men and wemen s2ek ocur broad land to find their rightful
place “in the sun.” amd eventually to become a part of our
eitizenry. Of all the peoples who thus come to our shores none
more fully embody the elements of good ecitizenship than do the
Norwegzians. Intelligent, thrifty, and hard working, they
quickly and readily adapt themselves to the new land which they
have sought frem afar. No * hyphenated Americans™ they, but
an integral part of our body politic. That community or State
may call itself fortunate which numbers among its people a
goodly proportion of citizens of Scandinavian birth or ancestry.

It was the good fortune of the late Congressman Henry T.
Hercrsen to be the direct descendant of such stock, It was
also his good fortune to be born poor. I do not mean in grind-
ing. abject poverty, but in those circumstances and conditions
that teach lessons of frugality and inculcnte habits of thrift
and indlustry.

His birthplace was a farm in Decoruh Winnishielt County,
Jowan. He received his edueation in the public schools and nor-
mal and business colleges of that town. There he spent his
youth and early manhood. After leaving school Mr. HELGESEN
engaged in merecantile pursuits and quickly beeame one of the
prominent young business men of Decorah. Great was the re-
gret of his fellow townspeople when, in 1887, the pioneer spirit
of his ancestors stirring within him, Mr. HeELGEsSEN, with his
young wife and babies, removed to the then Territory of Da-
kota. He was one of the first settlers in Miiton, of which town
he remained a citizen until his death.

It was not my privilege to enjoy the personal acquaintance
of Mr. HeLcesEN, but, as his successor in representing the first
district of North Dakota in Congress, I have learned much of
his nobility of character and the high esteem in which he was
held by the people of his adopted State. A letter written to
him a short time before his death by a North Dakota man well
expressed this esteam. The writer opened his letter with these
words : "Pear and beloved by all your constituents Mr,

The words “a prophet is not without honor save in his own
country " could never be truthfully spoken of Mr. HELGESEN,
for in his home town of Milton the love and respect manifested
by the people who knew him best—his friends and neighbors—
is deeply teuching. He was their Congressman, but he was
more—he was their trusted friend and neighbor. He was
“Henry ™ to them, and tears still dim the eyes of many as
they recount the kind werds and deeds of him whom they loved.
His life was one of service in the best sense of the word.

Yon who knew Congressman HELGESEN well know that his
splendid physique, vigorous strength, and commanding person-
ality were the outward indication of a keen intellect, an ana-
Iytieal mind. and invincible courage. The most kind-hearted of
men, he could be combative and aggressive for what he be-
lieved to be right. He was essentially a man of the people and
a friend of the poor. He loved liberty, hated oppression, and
detested hypocrisy. His friendship was true. It could be de-
pended upon. He never betrayed a trust. He was honest in
thought, Iin word, and in deed.

Mr. HergeseN's public and political career commenced long
before his election to Congress. When the Territory of Dakota
was divided he was the first commissioner of agriculture and
labor in the new State of North Dakota, and held that office for
two terms. For 10 years he was a member of the board of
regents of the University of North Dakota. He placed a high
value on education and took a great interest in the welfure of
young people. When he became an employer of men it was his
delight to engage a struggling young man anxious for an edu-
eation, and by every means in his power help such an one to
attain the goul of his ambition. Many a prosperous young man
in Towa and North Dakota owes his start in life to the helping
hand extended by Congressman HELGESEN., So unostentatiously
were his kindly deeds performed, however, that but few other
than the recipients had knowledge of them.

In private and in public life Mr. HerceseN was hearty and
sincere. He was outspoken with the ecandor of truth. His
home in Washington was headquarters for any of his constitu-
ents who visited the Capital City, and warmhearted hospi-
tality was always extended to the folks from “ back home.”
In his office or at his home his friends were always welcome,
but he had no time nor inclination for intercourse with those
who had proven themselves insincere. He was a leader in
the fizht for cleaner politics in North Dakota, and never In
the many vicissitudes of commercial, private, or political life

was his good name tarnished or his honor stained. His rule
of conduct was the golden rule, and his slogan was “A
square deal for all.”

A plain, practical man, Mr. HELGESER yet possessed a strain
of sentiment of which only his close friends were aware. A
beautiful picture, a touching peem, and iineé music were deeply
appreciated by him. Among his personal papers were always
to be found eclippings of short poems and bits of literature
which had appealed to him, and were treasured for their
charm of pathos or sentiment.

His personal tastes were intellectual. He was a man of wide
and varied study and numbered among his friends writers and
scientists of world renown. His scientifie work and researeh in
geography and current history were extensive, and his econtri-
butions to the literature of geographical exploration have
attracted the attention and won the highest commendation and
indorsement of men of learning and science.

Four times in suecession was Mr. HELGEsSEN elected to repre-
sent the people of North Duakota in Congress, once as Congress-
man at large and three times as Representative from the first
district. During his term of serviee he was an honored and use-
ful Member of this House. and his active work on the Agrieul-
tural Committee will long be remembered by his constituents
and collengues alike, Blessed with a keen mind and seund com-
mon sense, he fought gallantly for any measure which seemed to
him to be for the best advantage of his constituents and the
people of the Nation at large.

Having spent his boyhood days on a farm, and representing a
constitueney !argely composed of farmers, Mr. HELGESEN wns
ever alert to the agrienltural interests of the country. His
speech in the House in 1911 on reciprocity with Cauada is still
quoted as embodying the soundest argnments advanced on that
question from. the farmer's point of view. He was an ardent ad-
vocate of woman suffrage and was ever ready to speak a good
word fo1 that worthy couvse.

In regard to our foreign policies Congreseman HELGESEN felt
deeply. thought clearly. and acted with the courage of his con-
victions. Always independen’ of slavish precedents, he did not
hesitate to east his vote with a hopeless minority when he
felt that minority to be right. As an opponent he was a fair
and generous fighter. He always fought in the oper. He never
stabbed an antagonist in the hack or shot from amoush. He
never faltered in a fight, even though he foresaw the loss cf the
battle. To him—

It was not the loss of the lmttle that counnts,
But how did you fight, and why?

Mr. HergesEN was a loving husband and a kind and affec-
tionate father. He left to his children the priceless legacy of
unsullied honor and an untarnished name; and when he was
overtaken in the strength and prime of manhood by that silent
adversary to whom sooner or later we must all surrender, his
last thoughts and words were for the welfare and happiness of
his loved ones. In the opening days of the Sixty-fifth Congress
his earthly remains were carried to his boyhood home for their
long rest, and from far and near men and women came te do
him honor and to mourn his less. Eulogies were delivered at
his funeral by men of learning and eloquence, but of them all
none could surpass the tribute paid by the plain words of
hundreds of his fellow eitizens that “ Hexny HELGESEN was one
of the straightest, squarest men the State had ever kndwn."

He was a friend of truth, of soul sincere,

In action faithful and in honor clear;

Who broke no promises, served no prl\ntv ends,
Seught no title, and forsook no friends.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
[Mr. HavceN] is recognized.

The gentleman from Iown

Mr. HAUGEN. Mr. Speaker, it was my plensure to know
Mr. Heroesex intimately during his stay here in Washington, to
serve with him on committees where our duties brought us in
frequent and friendly contact. I observed closely hisg faithful
and efficient work here in the House, especially on the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. Of Mr. HerceseEx it can truthfully be
gaid that he was a noble example of manhond, kindly and lov-
ingly disposed, greatly admired, commamling the respect and
admiration of all who knew him. He was not only a man of
high type of character, sterling qualities, and talent, but he was
socinble, courteous, obliging, and loyal to his friends and his
country. He was endowed with lofty ideals, and always pur-
sued his duty with fidelity, industry, and rectitude to purpose,
His gniding star was honesty and sincerity, always shunning
deceit and cunning practice. Though modest and unassuming,
Mr. was a man of action, n man of firm determination
to do justice and right to all. To the bottom of his heart he
deplored deceit and oppression. He was a foreible, logieal,
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and convincing speaker, a man of integrity, sound judgment,
possessed of a broad mind and firm convictions. As a result,
he honorably and gloriously succeeded in fulfilling the duties
incumbent upon him. Knowing Mr. HELGesEx, it was impossi-
ble not to become attached to him and to be inspired with the
fullest confidence and respect for his grand character.

AMr. HErgeEsoN was born in my distriet, in Winneshiek County.
On the hill overlooking the beautiful eity of Decorah and the
splendid surrounding scenery rest his remains. In that vicinity
he spent his boyhood days, at school and on the farm, up to the
time hé moved; then a young man, to the State of North Da-
kota, where he soon became one of Its foremost citizens, taking
. an active part in pelities, furming, and business. From boyhood

his life was pure and stainless. He rose from the humble walks
of life to the high position which he held in this House. His
record, both private and publie, is an open book without a stain
of immorality, deception, fraud, or corruption. I am sure that
I voice the sentiment of every Member of this House, his constit-
uents, and all who knew him when I say that in Mr. HELGESEN
we had a splendid type of manhood, founded upon mtegrity and
virtue; that his loyalty to principles, his devotion to truth, his
industry, his conscientious and efficient work merited the es-
teem, confidence, and respect in which he was held by his large
circle of devoted friends and admirers acquired during lis career
here,

In his Christian home he was a devoted and kind husband, an
affectionate father, a friendly and obliging neighbor. His death
caused deep bereavement, sincere and profound regret to all.
He died in the full maturity of his mental vigor, at a time when
his life, character, example, mature judgment, and wisdom was
of the greatest valne to his country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Nei.\mska
[Mr. Loseck] is recognized.

AMr. LOBECK. Mr. Speaker, I came here to-day more to listen
than to speak; for I wished to hear the story of the earlier days
of our beloved colleague, his helpfulness to mankind, and the
tributes of affection to the memory of our departed friend.

One of the first men that I met in Congress and became ae-
guainted with was Congressman Herceszx. Immediately there
arose between us that friendship and love that man should have
for man and that will never be forgotten, There was something
about him that appealed to me as a man of great thought and
business ability, and as one who inspired eonfidence in everyone
that he met. Possibly one of the reasons for my gefting aec-
quainted with him closely was that I knew of the nationality
from which his people came, I have known the Seandinavian
people from my boyhood days, and no better people ever came
to the West for the purpose of developing that great country.
As early as the * forties,” in the last century, the Norwegians
came to Wisconsin, Towa, Illinoig, and later to Minnesota, and
then farther West, and no people have done more to develop that
part of our glorious heritage than the Scandinavians,

They came with empty hands. Most of them were poor, but
they had a faith in themselves and in God. They turned the
virgin soil to the sun; they plowed, sowed, and reaped ; they built
homes, humble in the beginning, but which became in later years
the very best in our country. They did their part in building
towns and ecities. They went into the lumber camps of the
North and felled the forests, and did as much as any other
people to develop that portion of our land. They cntered into
business life, into every line of activity that the American
people engnge in, and they have been successful. I believe
that one of the reasons why the Scandinavian people of this
country have become true Americans is that they brought the
Bible and the hymn book with them. They feared God and no
one else. They commenced their services praising the Almighty
God, the Father of us all, and listened to the teachings of the
Master in humble homes; but as soon as possible they erected
churches for divine worship. And they not only erected
churches, but schools and colleges, that their children might
attend and learn the ways of true Americanism and have that
advantage which would make themn equally successful with
other peoples in the world.

From that kind of stock Congressman HELGESEN came. I
listened to the remarks of my colleagues here as to his early
days on the farm, then as a young merchant, and then as a
pioneer in North Dakota. I have seen and know of that same
experience in the lives of many of them, and I do not wonder
that when Congressman HEerGeseEx beeame a Member of this
House that he knew the needs of the people of the West, that
he knew the needs of the people of this country, and that he
at once became an active and useful Member of this House.

It is to be regretted that he should have had to pass away in
the prime of his manhood and usefulness.

The Scandinavians of this country have been a loyal people.
Mr. HeLgeEsEN could not have been otherwise, because in the
community where he was raised there were no more patriotic
people than the people of Decorah, Iowa. When the call enme
in his boyhood days from President Lincoln that this Nation
must be preserved, no class of people responded more freely
than his people.

It is told of a neighbor of his that he had six boys that went
into the service for the preservation of this Union who had the
longest record of service of any family in 1861-1865. When the
youngest boy, whom I have known well in later years, came and
asked his mother—he was only 16— Can I enlist?' she said,
“Five of my boys are gone; you should stay at home.” But tho
sturdy old father rose up in his chair and said, “Any boy that I
have got, large enough to carry a gun for our flag and my adopted
country, shall have full freedom to go.” Those six boys gave
twenty-four years of service in the preservation of our Union.

Hexry T. HEreEsex was but a little boy at that time, but the
spirit of the neighborhoqd at that time must have created in
him a patriotie spirit of devotion to our flag, and devotion to
everything that the Stars and Stripes stand for, that could never
be forgotten, and therefore I do not wonder that as a boy, as
a youth, as a young man, and as he grew older in years, he
wanted to do the best for his country, his neighbors, and be
helpful to mankind.

It is that class of men in this country, that eclass of citizens,
that help make this country the best Nation and the best peoplo

.on earth. We ean ill afford to lose men like Hexry T, HELGESEN.

It will tiake strong men to fill his place. But we can look back
with pleasure upon our asscciation with him, those of us who
served with him, and we ecan tell to those who come after us
and to our neighbors that there was no more faithful man to
his people, to his country, and to our flag than Hgxry T
Heraesen, of North Dakota,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from South
Dakota [Mr. Dicrox] is recognized.

Mr. DILLON. Mr. Speaker, Hexry T. HELGESEN, pioneer;
farmer, merchant, public servant, has broken the congressional
circle and passed over to the Valley of the Great Beyond., We
pause a moment to render a slight tribute to the memory of a
personal friend. :

Mr. Hereesex was born near the city of Decorah, Iowa,
educated in the high schools, a graduate of the little college
that honors that city. He soon left for the Northwest, the
Territory of Dakota, now North Dakota, where he founded his
home as a pioneer, When the State entered the Union in 1889
he was elected to the office of commissioner of labor and agri-
culture; he was reelected to the same position, in which he
gave distinet honor and service to his State.

He was eleeted to the Sixty-second, the Sixty-third, the Sixty-
fourth, and the Sixty-fifth Congresses, but before the session
of the Sixty-fifth Congress convened he was confined to his bed
in a hospital in the city of Washington. But his interest in the
legislation then pending before Congress was intense. . His mind
dwelt constantly on the great problems that were then pending.

Soon after I came to the Sixty-third Congress I had the
pleasure of forming an intimate aequaintance with Mr. Her-
6ESEN. There was probably not a -Member in all that body
that I became so closely associated with in counsel and in the
discussion of matters that were then pending in Congress., I
found him strong in conviction, sincere In purpose, loyal to
his ideals; an unceasing worker, untiring in his efforts to please
the people who sent him here.

He was known as a Progressive. When that great move-
ment struck the Northwest he was a leader of those who
sought to bring back the legislative department of the Gov-
ernment to the constitutional rights of the people, He was
one who belleved that the legislative department of the Gov-
ernment should be brought close to the people, and when he
found his party in the wrong he refused to follow them in
the wrong. When he found them in the right he gladly fol-
lowed them, and gave his counsel and advice,

It was that sterling character of intense loyalty and honesty
that formed his opinions on every public guestion. The loyalty
of service was high in his charapeter. We often read of the phy-
siclan who visits in the hospital the sick with a contagious
disease and refuses to leave the hedside, notwithstanding the
contagious disease, the one thought being of public service. We
read of the engineer who remains upon his engine, moving
swiftly -along the great railroad, with impending danger, and
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refuses to leave his engine, knowing that fhose under his
charge rely upon him; when he could jump to o place of safety,
he prefers to go down in death into the coming wreck; like the
pilot upon ihe vessel, refusing to leave his place of trusteeship
until every passenger has reached a place of safety.

It was such a purpose that was ever uppermost in the mind of
Henry T. HELGESEN and led him in his public service in this
House.

I was one of the number who journeyed on the funeral train
to that beautiful little city of Decorah, in the distriet now repre-
sented by the gentlemman from Iowa [Mr. HAvcEr], and when
our train reached there the whole city was in mourning. The

_ little children filled the sireets. From every part of the county
came old friends to honor and revere his memory. I could see
many of them weeping as the funeral procession went up the
street of that little city. It was a testimonial that long will live
in my memory. They laid him to rest in the little cemetery that
overlooks the city, amid a wilderness of roses,

Let us, like him, seek the love of little children, the good will
of men and women, that our lives may be an inspiration and our
memory a benedietion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Minnesota
[Mr. Luxpeex ] Is recognized. .

Mr. LUNDEEN. Mr. Speaker, in the prime of life he left us.
Yesterday he stood among us full of vigor and inspiring in his
very presence. To-night he sleeps beneath the stars.

And perhaps it is best thus in the midst of the battle of life,
while strongly defending those principles he held nearest his
heart, to go down to death and be no more. ]

He leaves a vacant chair, and aching hearts will always re-
call him as he was. I can see him now striding down the Halls
of Congress, tall, strong, and powerful. His quick glance and
rapid words arrcsted and held attention. He was a leader
among men, and none knew him but respected the Congressman
from the first district of the great State of North Dakota.

My acquaintance with Congressman Hexry T. HELGESEN was
brief, but will be long remembered. As a citizen of Minnesota,
I knew him well by reputation. He was beloved by his people,
and his popularity was not confined to the boundaries of the
district which he represented in Congress. Throughout the
State of North Dakota and the entire Northwest he was known
as a man of honor and integrity—a man of tremendous faith
in the average man.,

Mr. HergesENn was a Progressive Republican, but he was
never at any time a blind follower of any man or of any party.
He served in this House under a Republican administration
and under a Democratic administration. Four times elected to
Congress by the Republican Party he was sometimes ecriticized
by Members of that party for oceasionally voting in favor of
Democratic measures. A stanch believer in Republican prin-
ciples, he was sufficiently broadminded to be untrammeled
by party ties, and his vote was cast for what he believed to
be the best interests of the eountry.

Those who knew Mr. HergeseN know that he was a man of
strong convictions. In his political life he was not given to snap
judgments. He welghed each question as it arose carefully
and judiecially. His decision made, he was firm and unswerv-
ing in its advocacy. No criticism or ridicule, no hectic clamor
or political opposition, could move him from his place.

In those stirring days of the Sixty-fourth Congress, when the
prospect of impending war was discussed on every hand, Con-
gressman HerLGeseN was firm in his contention for a continued
and impartial neutrality on the part of the United States.
Those of you who have served here for many years know that
it is no easy matter for a man in Congress to be one of the small
minority opposed to measures which have the overwhelming
support of the reigning administration. Yet Mr. HEeLGESEN
did not hesitate to place himself in such minority. At a time
when we were drifting nearer and nearer war Mr. HELGESEN
introduced in this House a resolution demanding a referendum
of the people of the United States on the question whether or
not war should be declared. This resolution—the last one ever
introduced by Mr. HELGEsEN—was read into the CoNGRESSIONAL
Recorp by him, and in its support he said:

Mr. Chairman, believing that the people of this Nation have the
right to be consulted and to determine for themselves whether or not
they want to become a imrty to the wholesale slaughter now going on
and inhuman engines of Ee:‘ggcgznnugﬁlﬂl?;e h:?h%fdeglﬁe{nhat mﬁ?n?
I am introducing the following resolution. 4

If the element which insists that war is the only way by which we
can honorably settle our differences with the be!{igerents in Europe

finally succeeds in Involving us in that terrible contlict, no father, no
mother, and no American boy who will be sacrificed in the trenches in
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Europe will ¢ver be able to truthfully say that I have not done my
utmost to save them from such a fate, or that I have not tried to give
the people of the Nation an opportunity to determine for themselves
whether or not they believe that war is the only honorable means by
which we can deal with the situation now confronting us.

Those remarks were typical of the man. The life, liberty,
and happiness of the people of the United States was first in
his thoughts. His big heart beat warmly for his fellow men.
He was no pacifist by nature, as none know better than his
colleagues who served with him in this House. Belleving, as
President Wilson said in his address to the Congress on Febru-
ary 26, 1917, that “ the American people do not want an armed
force put into action,” Mr. HeLceseN exerted all of his influence
to preserve an impartial and absolute neutrality.

The last speech made on the floor of the House by Mr. HEr-
GESEN was a speech against the arming of American merchant
ships, and when the vote was faken a liitle Iater on the ques-
tion of armed neutrality—which was considered a practical dec-
laration of war—Mr, Hercesex made one of a little group of
14 men who, fearlessly, in the face of overwhelming oppo-
sition and at the risk of permanently antagonizing the adminis-
tration, voted against that measure. And from every part of
his district, his State, and the United States a flood of letters
and telegrams poured info his office, expressing the heartfelt
thanks and appreciation of American citizens from every walk
of life for his courage and fearlessness in making a determined
effort to save this country from the horrors of war.

Congressman HeELGESEN never forgot that he was a servant of
the people, holding office by their will. His pride in the people
who thus honored him was great, and his earnest desire to
serve his constituents, regardless of politics, was well known.
In that desire lay much of his political strength. No com-
plaint was too small for him to investigate, no appeal so humble
a8 to be neglected. The welfare and wishes of his constituents
were the guiding light of his official action, and that light was
never dimmed by any willful aect of his.

Always interested in the welfare of the rising generation,
Mr.; HELGESEN was a strong advocate of vocational eduecation,
the principles of which he put into practical operation in the
education of his own family,

Mr. Heraesen was deeply interested in geographical and his-
torical research, and his work along those lines will be long re-
membered. It was due to his efforts that the official United
States maps of the Arctie regions were corrected to conform to
the latest and most authentic reports, and his writings on Arctie
exploration won for him an international reputation. Some of
the results of his investigations were incorporated in a speech
delivered by him on the floor of the House on January 13,
1916. In referring to this speech, the noted historian and
geographer, Edwin Swift Balch, of Philadelphia, wrote to Mr,
HELGESEN :
© It is as fine a plece of historical geography as was ever penned, and
it will live in geographical annals,

Dr. Herman Schoenfeld, Ph. D., LL. D., professor at George-
town University, also wrote Mr. Hergesex In regard to the
same speech :

You have rendered the greatest possible service to the sacred cause
of truth and science, and your name will therefore be engraved with
golden letters in the records of truth in polar discovery.

Dr. Chase Salmon Osborn, LL. D., author, explorer, and ex-
governor of Michigan, considered by many as the most widely
traveled man of this generation, wrote on March 20, 1916:

You have conferred a favor upon the people of the entire Nation.
one of them, permit me to thaok you.

Middleton Smith, explorer, author, and member of the Point
Barrow International Polar Expedition, summed up his opinion
in these words:

Asg a historical document your speech will live forever and a day.

The greatest living American authority on Arctic explora-
tion, Maj. Gen. A. W. Greely, leader of the Lady Franklin Bay
Arctic expedition, commended Mr. HELGESEN'S work in geo-
graphical research, in a letter written under date of March 5,
1917, from which I quote:

Your investization displays a legal mind of keen perception. and
your unselfish labor must have been great. * * = ?cfcel that you
have thus rendered a service both to the truth of history and to the
cause of science,

In the death of Congressman HerceseEN his family lost a kind
and loving husband and father, his State a conscientious and
able Representative, and the Nation an upright and fearless
statesman.

He grew in power and independence and his distriet grew
with him. The old first will continue for many a decade to
send strong and independent men to Congress. Had he lived

As
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through the Sixty-fifth Congress he would have continued to
hold a leading place in the councils of the Nation. Fearless,
powerful, untiring, he is badly missed to-day.

Mr. Speaker, death is the great tragedy of life, but, sir, the
life of Congressman HELGEsSEN reminds us of the service we
ecan render and the influence' we may leave behind us.

The end of the road is a door to God.

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakotn took the chair.
The gentleman from North Dakota [Mr. NortoxN] is recognized.

Mr. NORTON. Mr. Spenker—

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
All that beauty, all” that wealth e'er gave,
Await allke the inevitable hour,

The paths. of glory lead but to the grave.

I come here to-day to pay my tribute of love to tlie memory of
him who was my colleague and my friend. With those who
Eknew and loved him for his gentle and sterling character, I come
to breathe for a moment the sweet fragrance of flowers his life
left behind, and to Iay upon the sacred altar of his fame my
words of admiration and esteem.

I can not hope to be able to pay just tribute in words to the
memory of North Dakota’s brilliant and much beloved citizen,
whose untimely death we so much lament. The magnificent
accomplishments of his life. his rise from humble surroundings
to the position of a recognized lender in. the greatest legislative
body in the world, are the highest tributes and the must endur-
ing monuments to his memory.

Mr. HereesEx: was of Norwegian descent. He came of that
hardy pioneer stock whieh: in the middle of the last century
crossed the seas in quest of new homes and settled on the un-
tamed but fertile farming lands of the Northwest, and which
has done se much in the last 50 years to make that section of
the country the richest and most productive part of the Nation.
*He was born, reared, and educated in Winneshiek County, one
of the loveliest portions of Iowa, and spent the days of his ma-
ture manhood. in upbuilding the great Commomwealth of North
Dakota, By his career he added new honor tuv the race from
which he sprang, to the State where he was born, and the State
he represented here so well and so honorably,

It was my good fortune to have been closely acquainted with
Mr. HercesEn for a period of nearly twenty years. The epper-
tunity came to me to know him as he actually was. It was given
me to realize the real man and to appreciate the worth and
beauty of his character and life. His was a rare spirit, such as
is given to few on this earth, to illumine the pathway as he went
by the depth of his logic, by the soundness of his wisdom, by the
breadth of his experience and the strength and courage of his
heroie nature. The pomp, the power, and the pride of official

great and such a guiding element in his daily personal and public
life as it was with my lamented colleague.

For thirty years he was closely identified with the progress
and .development of North Dakota, Coming to Dakota Territory
from Iowa when he was 30 years of age, he soon made the influ-
ence of his learning, experience, and sturdy character felt in the
rapidly growing then agricultural frontier of the West. Two
years later, ‘'when North Dakota was admitted to statehood in
1889, he was honored by being elected the State's first commis-
sioner of agrienlture and labor, and was reelected to succeed
himself, serving in this position for four years. Later he served
as a member of the board of trustees of the State university for
three terms: His sound advice and counsel did mueh fo lay a
broad and firm foundation for the magnificent development and
success which that institution has had during the past two
decades.

Mr. HELgESEN possessed in a very large measure the strong
and sterling characteristics of the Norwegian race from which
he was descended. His appearance and manner were kind and
pleasing. They were that of a leader of men. They commanded
the respect and confidence of all his friends and aequaintances.
He was a man at once a lover of fairness and of freedom, He
was among the early leaders of the progressive spirit in the Re-
publican Party in North Dakota. IFrom the railroad- and reac-
tionary interests which for many years held sway in the State he
met bitter opposition. With the spirit of determination and per-
sistence of the Vikings of old, he fought his way to the top and
overcame all opposition. He lived to see the prineiples of State
government for which he contended succeed. He lived to see the
ideas and ideals of truly representative government, which he
advocated in the State for many years when his followers were
few, become overwhelmingly popular.

Always liberal and open minded, he refused to surrender his
principles or compromise his convictions, It was his sturdy

chg:l-g:cter in public life that won and held the confidence of the
publie.

During the six. years he served in the House of Representa-
tives he won the highest respect and the fullest confidence of all
his associates. Mr. HereEseEN was a foreceful speaker and at all
times a thorough, careful, and discriminating student of na-
tional affairs. He was one of the best and most widely in-
formed men on the very important Committee on Agriculture,
and Members of the House always depended upon him for
wise guidance on all questions of legislation affecting the agri-
cultural interests of the couniry. Had net his career been
ceut short by the grim reaper, Death, his industry, his intelli-
gence, and his broad experience would have won for him a
permanent place among the strongest and most influential
leaders in Congress. -

He eame from the masses ef the people from whenee has
ever come the truly great. He was always loyal and true to the
masses. He learned from the teaching of lis ploneer parents
and frem the hard battles of life which he fought the full
meaning of the immortal plowman’s words:

The honest man, tho e'er so' poor,
Is king of men for a’ that.

He learned in life's battle that as loyal, as noble, and as
great a heart can beat within the homespun shirt of the toiler
in mine or field or factory as pulsates beneath the royal purple
of any prince; and that is why men who knew him will ever love
his memory and mourn the death of this light-haired, blue-
eyed, golden-hearted kmight of the people who lived and died
without fear and without reproach.

Mr. HErgeEsEN was in very poor health many months before his
death. It had been most difficult for him to remain at his work.
The legislative problems which the great war brought upon the
country added to his labors, but he was not one to shirk re-
sponsibilities. He was a close student of war problems since

- the beginning of the Kuropean war and had the interest of this

Nation and its people at all times close to his heart, He felt
it his duty to remain at his post at whatever personal sacrifice
it might cost him to give counsel to his people and to his Govern-
ment in days when the civilization of centuries seemed threat-
ened with destruetion. Faithful to his ideals, my colleague
ylelded up his noble and useful life. It is to be greatly re-
gretted that he should have been taken away at the time his
country was about to place all the power and resources of its
free people on the side of the contest for world-wide democracy
and freedom and for the everlasting obliteration from the
civilized world of monarchy, militarism, and serfdom. His
ripe experience and his rich counsel would have been of ines-
timable value to this Congress; but he is gone. Why he was

(taken from us at such a time we know not.

_ position never changed his simple faith. No man ecan go far |
astray whose love of family and kindred and friends was so |

God moves In a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;
He plants his footstep in the sea
And rides upon the storm,
Stm he did not die in vain.

Speaker, the lives of each one of us are gnideposts to
athers along the pathways of life. Mr. HergEsEN's whole life
exemplified what may be accomplished by unswerving honesty
and a heroie determination to make n success of whatever we
undertake, The most inspiring examples which have descended
to us from the pages of history, sacred as well as profane. are
those of the early Christinn martyrs and the more modern
political and religious reformers who have surrendered their
lives upon the altar of sacrifice, the quiet but determined heroes
who have suffered martyrdom for prineciples and convictions
they held dear, who have died uncomplainingly at their posts
of duty as my colleague did. I saw and spoke to him shortly
before he was taken away. While he seemed to realize that
death was near, his mind was busy with thoughts o. state and
his inquiries of me were about the work of the Congress, the
progress of the world war, and the thoughts, feelings, and wel-
fare of the people of our own Nation. His departing reealls to
me the beautiful lines which have been written on “ Death and
Dtltj" e

Dead at his post of duty!
What finer eulogy? All the boast
‘mmp and glory seems but idle breath,
the calm quiet of death,
here death and duty meet
Iq found solotion most complete
Of all life's probl It's
Dead and at his pmt!
But such men as he are not dead; they live in the hearts of
their countrymen. The verdiet of history will be that he was

Eh

notable in those characters which go to make up the best and
strongest leaders of men the world has known.

He was devoted to his country. faithful to his trust, sincere
in all his relutions with his fellowmen and suddenly taken from
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us in the prime of his faenlties and the plentitude of his nseful-
ness. Death has bereft us of his presence. Death can not
bereave his family. his friends, or his country of the high
service he rendered nor of the tender memories his manly
personality inspired.

While North Dakota’s soil would have been proud to have
guarded his last mortal remains it was fitting that after life's
duties nobly done he should have been taken home to the green
hillsides of beautiful Winneshiek County, Iowa, where he first
saw the light of day. We laid him to rest near the home of
his boyhood, where he first met, loved, and won the good wife
with which God so blessed his life, and of whom he was so
justly proud. He sleeps where hardy Norsemen and their de-
scendantis have made with their toil and their intelligence a
paradise out of once wild prairie lands. He sleeps near the
shadows of famed Luther College, an institution of learning
which I know he admired greatly. He sleeps the last long sleep,
as he wished to sleep if, on a wonderfully beautiful hillside
overlooking the quiet but charming little city of Decorah, where
it can be truly said health, happiness, and contentment cheer
anll who labor there.

With hearts full of sorrow we can truly say of him the best
thagl can be said of any man—the world is better beeause he
lived in 1t.

Mr. NORTON resumed the chair.

Mr. YOUNG of North Dakota. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that all Members shall have five days within which to
extend their remarks upon the life, character, and publlc serv-
jees of the late Hexey T, HELGESEN,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from North
Dakota [Mr. Youxa] asks unanimous consent that all Members
have five days in which to extend their remarks upon the life,
character, and public services of the late HeExry T. HELGESEN.
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none.

Under the special order for the day the House now stands ad-
Journed until 12 o'clock noon to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

Accordingly (at 1 o'clock and 10 minufes p. m.) the House
adjourned until to-morrow, Monday, March 11, 1918, at 12
o'elock noon.

SENATE.

Moxpax, March 11, 1918.
{Legislative day of Friday, March 8, 1918.)
The Senate met at 12 o'clock meridian.
EXEMPTION OF ITAROLD BTEINFELT FROM ARMY.

Mr. SMITH of Arizona. Mr. President, I beg the indulgence
of the Senate at this time for a moment to make a statement in
the nature of personal explanation, if not of privilege. There is
a young man in my town, Mr. Harold Steinfelt, within the draft
age and who has stood a physical examination and has been
favorably passed on more than once by the local board. Mr.
Steinfelt's father is the owner and manager of a large mercan-
tile business and is reputed to be a man of great wealth. The
local board passing on young Steinfelt’s c¢laim for exemption as
manager of this mercantile business refused to grant the exemp-
tion Appeals were taken, and at this end of the line great in-
fluences from prominent men outside of Arizona have been at-
tempted to save him from serving his country in this time of its
dire necessity.

I have received many leiters of protest against Mr. Steinfelt’s
evasion of the draft and charges that T have been instrumental
in keeping him out of the Army. Such accusations are utterly
false. On the contrary, I have told Gen. Crowder and the As-
sistant Secretary of War that I could see no reason why Mr.
Steinfelt should avoid the draft any more than dozens of other
young men from Arizona, who are now in the Army under the
draft and are giving that loyal service which our country expects
from its able-bodied young men. I merely make this statement
thus publicly so as to silence the misrcpresentations being made
against me at home by persons whose motives for the circulation
of such falsehoods are, of course, unknown to me. I hope it
may never justly be said that any man ecan avoid the performance
of his duty to his country by reason of his wealth or all in-
fluence that can be brought to bear in faver of his evasion of
duty. )
ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATION (8. DOC. NO. 195).

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a com-
muniecation from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting o
supplemental estimate of appropriation in the sum of £13,500

required by the Public Health Service for the fiscal year 1918,
whicly with the accompanying paper, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed.

DISTRICT STREET RAILWAYS (8. DOC. NO. 197).

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a com-
munieation from the Publie Utilities Commission of the District
of Columbia, transmitting, in response to a resolution of the 11th
ultimo, certain information relative to the street ecar situation
in the eity of Washington, D. C., which, with the accompanying
papers, was referred to the Committee on the District of
Columbia.

Mr. JONES of Washington subsequently said:

My, President, at the opening of the session to-day the report
of the Publie Utilities Commission of the Distict of Columbia, in
response to a resolution of the Senate with reference to street
car conditions in the city of Washington, was laid before the
Senate, and, as I understand, was referred to the Committee on
the District of Columbia, but there was no order made with ref-
erence to its printing. I ask that it be printed and referred to
the Committee on the District of Columbia.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.

Mr. SMOOT. Mr. President, I will eall the attention of the
Senator from Washington to the fact that I notice there are
illustrations in the report, and in order that they may be printed,
it will be necessary to have an order of the Senate. I therefore
ask that the Public Printer be authorized to print the illustra-
tions in the report.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Unanimous consent has just

been given to print the report and accompanying illustrations,

PETITIONS.

Mr. COLT presented a petition of the Typographical Union of
Providence, R. I, praying for an increase in the pensions of
veterans of the Civil War, which was referred to the Committee
on Pensions. 5

Mr. PHELAN presented a resolution adopted by the Chamber
of Commerce of San Francisco, Cal,, favoring the principle of
the adoption of an adequate system of military highways on the
Pacific Coast as a means of defense, which was referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented a petition of the New Jersey
Branch of the National Woman's Party, of Montelair, N. J,,
praying for the submission of a Federal suffrage amendment to
the legislatures of the several States, which was ordered to lie
on the table.

He also presented a petition of William McKinley Post, No.
18, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of New Jersey,
of Vineland, N. J., praying for an increase in the pensions of
veterans of the Civil War, which was referred to the Committee
on Pensions,

PAY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.

Mr. MARTIN. On February 16 the bill (8. 3878) to fix the
compensation of certain employees of the United States was re-
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 1 move that the Com-
mittee on Appropriations be discharged from the further con-
gideration of the bill and that it be referred to the Commiitee
on Education and Labor.

The motion was agreed to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bills were introduced, read the first time, and, by unanimous
consent, the second time, and referred as follows:

By Mr. PENROSE:

A bill (8. 4069) granting an increase of pension to Willinm
Mercer ;

A bill (8. 4070) granting an increase of pension to Samuel AL
Fullerton ; and

A bill {S 4071) granting a pension to Leontine Cremerieux;
to the Committee on Pensions,

By Mr. PHELAN:

A bill (8, 4072) granting an increase of pension to Bethuel
H. Brasted (with accompanying papers) ; to the Commitiee on
Pensions.

By Mr. COLT:

A bill (8. 4073) granting a pension to John E. King (with
accompanying papers) ; to the Committee on Pensions.

AMENDMENT TO LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. JONES of Washington submitted an amendment relative
to the reorganization of the clerks and messengers to the com-
mittees of the Senate, intended to be proposed by him to the
legislative, ete., appropriation bill, which was referred to the
Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed,
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